Saint Aloysius Catholic Church

A Discipleship Parish

May 17, 2026... Ascension of the Lord
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My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,

Today, Holy Mother Church celebrates the Solemnity of the
Ascension of the Lord. Forty days after the Easter festival, we
commemorate the glorious Ascension of Jesus Christ. Over the
past few weeks, the Gospel of John has prepared us well for this
moment by speaking of Jesus' departure to the Father. After His
resurrection, Jesus spent time strengthening His disciples. assur-
ing them of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit an event we will
celebrate next Sunday.

The Acts of the Apostles in the first reading vibrantly describes
the Ascension of the Lord. “When he had said this, as they were
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watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their
sight™ .Now that Jesus has returned to the presence of the Fa-
ther, the apostles are instructed to await the descent of the Holy
Spirit, who will empower them to be bold witnesses to Christ
and proclaim the message of salvation in His name.

Today’s Gospel presents beautifully Jesus’ mission, promise,
and Ascension. First, Jesus opens the minds of His disciples to
understand the Scriptures. The Ascension is not simply Jesus’
farewell, it is His transformation into a different mode of pres-
ence. His Ascension does not mean absence but rather a pro-
found presence in a new and enduring way. He is scated at the
right hand of the Father, He is also present in our hearts, in the
Church, and through the Holy Spirit whom He has sent to guide
and sanctify us.

Jesus ascends from the region of Bethany, possibly also a

mountainous arca. This setting is deeply symbolic. Early in His

ministry, Jesus had proclaimed the Beatitudes trom a mountain

(Mt 5:1-3), much like God summoned the people of Israel to

Mount Sinai to form them as His covenant family (Ex 19).The

mountain in Galilee represents the meeting place between

heaven and earth. Here, the Risen Lord solemnly declares

that "all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to

me" (Mt 28:18). From this sacred height, He sends the disciples

into the world with the universal mission of generalization no

one is excluded from the Good News or from the call to bap-

tism in the name of the Holy Trinity (Mt 28:19-20).

Pope Francis beautifully summarizes the meaning of the As-

cension: “With His Ascension, the Risen Lord draws our gaze

to Heaven to show us that the goal of our journey is the Fa-
ther.” We are destined to return to the One from whom we
came. Like the first disciples, we too are called to adore Him
and remain faithful to His missionary command.

The Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord invites us to look

upward and forward to the eternal life that awaits us. Jesus re-

turns to the Father not only because of His divine nature, but
also to prepare a place for us. His Ascension affirms our human
destiny: to be with God forever. As disciples of the Ascended

Lord, we are called to live in joyful expectation. hope, and trust

in His promised return.

Let us ask ourselves:

e Do I truly believe in life after death and the promise of
eternal life with Christ?

« Do live my earthly life with faith, adoration, and purpose.
preparing myself for heaven?

e Do I experience God’s presence in my daily life, even
when He seems distant?

»  How does the resurrection and ascension of Jesus help me
see continuity between my earthly journey and heavenly
destiny?

Let the Ascension remind us: Christ has not left us behind He

has gone ahead of us, so that where He is. we too may be.

Thank you for your generous contribution and sacrifices. May

Jesus Bless you all.

Fr. George Nellikunnel, Pastor
St. Aloysius and St. Cabrini
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Congratulations Eighth Graders! A special word of congratulations to the eighth grade
» Of St. Aloysius School. Blessings to them as they journey into their high
b school years! We know these students will continue their successes in
.?L high school, and we look forward to following their future accomplish-
* ments. Thank you to their parents for their support over the years.

All-school Mass... Tuesday, May 19 8:20am Mass. All are welcome!

We are closing in on the last week of school! We will celebrate Ficld Day on Tuesday,
May 19th. Our last day of school is Wednesday May 20th with an 11:30am dismissal.
Happy Summer Vacation!

Last week we celebrated Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week! THANK YOU to the
PTO, students, and families for helping make this a special week. Our teachers and
staff are the heart of our school - not only teaching the academics needed for future
success, but also teaching love, faith, compassion, and grace! I am so grateful for the
AMAZING men and women in our building who have answered the call of this spe-
cial vocation

Our students welcomed Jesus into their classrooms in Eucharistic Adoration. Each
class prepared a special altar to honor the presence of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. Stu-
dents found a moment of peace and prayer in their busy day.

Ten St. Aloysius 6th and 7th graders took their research projects to compete in the
State History Fair on May 4 at the Crown Plaza. Congratulations

Thank you to all the volunteers for making Bingo a great success! The
program needs a few, steady workers. [ know that this will ensure the
continued success of this most important fundraiser. Don’t forget to
join us for Bingo at Caritas Hall, (909 E Converse), Saturday, May 23
at 11:45am for Early Bird, other games begin at noon. Also a big
thank you to Rhonda! Every Saturday she makes sure everything runs
smoothly. Please consider volunteering. Volunteers are needed! You can text or call
Rhonda (217) 670-4458. Thank you for your support.

St. Katherin Drexel will host Totus Tuus, popular weeklong summer program for
grades 1-12. St. Katherin Drexel is excited to host Totus Tuus, a fun and faith-filled
experience for grades 1-12 this summer June 14-19. Totus Tuus is a weeklong Catho-
lic youth program dedicated to sharing the Gospel and promoting the Catholic faith
through evangelization, catechesis, Christian witness, praying the Rosary, attending
Mass, and praying at eucharistic adoration. The program inspires in young people a
true longing for holiness, a deep desire for daily conversion, and an openness to their
vocation. There are also messy games and crazy skits and play time with friends. Col-
lege missionaries and seminarians lead Tutus Tuus, and they provide a witness to be-
ing an authentic disciple of Christ. Grades 7-12 will take place Sunday-Thursday in
the evenings. Grades 1-6 will take place Monday-Friday and start in the morning and
finish in the afternoon. Families will receive the specific start and end times through
the parish communications. Sign up: go.dio.org/ttcr

St. Aloysius School will continue to enroll students through the summer months. We
are a preschool thru 8th grade, north-end Springfield faith community served by award
-winning faculty and dedicated staff! If you know someone interested in St. Aloysius
School, please have them e-mail Angie Danicls or Denise Reavis for more infor-
mation.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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PARISH CALENDAR

Weekly Offering

May 17
May 19
May 19
May 19

May 20
May 21
May 21
May 21
May 22
May 22
May 22
May 23
May 23
May 23

May 20 Last Day of School

11:00am Morning Mass (Graduation)
8:20am Morning Mass (All School Mass)
9:00am Senior Breakfast (King Pin)

Field Day (School)
Summer Vacation Begins

9:00am Legion of Mary
7:00am Morning Mass
5:00pm Parish Council
6:00pm School Board
7:00am Adoration
4:00pm Benediction
6:00pm No Evening Mass
11:45am Bingo
3:30pm Confessions
4:00pm Evening Mass

Week 42 April 27 Total to Date
Weekly Offertory $5,454.30 $312,880.07
Shepherd one Student $150.00 $15,794.00
Building Fund $225.00 $32,202.00
Bingo $4,880.00 $64,767.00
The budgeted amount is the minimal required to maintain services, em-
ployee benefits, utilitics. and maintenance at current levels and provide
for debt payment, unbudgeted repairs or improvements for the Parish.
Weekly Offerings budget for the month of April is $40.000.00. We have
received 59% of needed funding to meet essentials.

Parish Community Tithe

\|f

Special Prayers and Blessings
Please pray for the repose soul of...
Jean Naumovich

Eternal Rest Grant to her. O Lord and let
perpetual light shine on her.

Weekly Attendance - May

As you have read in the Catholic Times, the Annual Catholic Ser-
vices Appeal has been discontinued. The diocese will be assessing
its parishes on a monthly basis, based on 10% of its income each
month to provide the needs of our diocesan church. Please consid-
er increasing your giving to the parish by the amount you previ-
ously gave to ACSA, so that we can handle this new monthly, pay-
as we-go obligation. March tithe - $5,545.00.

Unpaid Diocesan Liabilities

4:00pm Sun 11:00am Total May
Paid
78 82 160 357 Amount owed $215,962.00
(April 20, 2026) PR
Parish Ministry Schedule - May 23-24
Saturday 4:00pm Sunday 11:00am
Cantor
Lector Matt Noonan Pam Brown
E.M. Richard and Serena Nurton Paul Brown, Mikki Buhl
James Auth Patti Crouch, John Mehlick
Servers Rachel Schrenk Mikki Buhl

In charity, please remember in your prayers. 2024... Steven Young, Patricia Durako, Regina Rak-
ers, Sandra Scott, David Daniels, Halfred Hildebrand, Jr., Joseph Perkinton, Charles
Bedolli, Samuel and Bonnie Falzone, James Selinger, Tom Stevens, Frank Tucker James
Bartlett. 2025... Larry Forbes, Marilyn Gustafson, Kenna Diaz, Kay Morrow, Judith Guinn,
William Bredemeyer, Annette Raffa, David Jones, Judith Bregowy, August Egger, Patricia
Cox, Rita Smarjesse. 2026... Caroline Dietrich, Judy Tucker, George Ann Madison, Norma

Capranica, John Capranica, Charles Nelson, Joseph Maggio, Nan Nases and Frances Marada.
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Parish Bulletin Board

Finding Our
True Faith

Moving Forward Together in Hope
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7% I8 Every pledge— no matter the size—brings us one
o “2 step closer to our parish needs. You can return
E%8 your pledge card by mail, drop it in the regular
" SEI™ collection at Mass or drop it off at the parish of-
LYY, fice. The goal of $1,663,000.00 to be raised over
m ? the next three years. You should have received a
letter/pledge card in the mail, if you did not please
contact the parish office. As your family prayerfully considers your commitment to the
campaign, please remember that giving is a personal decision, and no one can deter-
mine your gift for you. However, many appreciate guidance in making their pledge.
To assist in your decision, a Gift Chart is in your pledge card. Many find it helpful to
use the “One Dollar per Week per $1,000 of Annual Income” guideline. For example,
a household with a $50,000 annual income might consider a $50 weekly commitment.
Your pledge is a sacrificial gift above and beyond your regular offertory, and every
commitment, no matter the size, makes a lasting impact. Thank you for your continued
prayers, your generosity, and your commitment to St Aloysius. Together, we are
building something that will bless not only our parish today, but for many years to
come. Thank you for your continued support!

Feast of St. Aloysius... Sunday, June 21st. 11:00am Mass with Bishop Paprocki
and lunch to follow. Please you’re the flyer in last weekends bulletin to RSVP or call
the Parish office (217-544-4554).

St. Aloysius Senior Breakfast... will meet for breakfast on Tuesday, May 19th @
King Pin after the 8:20am mass. Please join us!

St. Aloysius and St. Cabrini new mass schedule. Weekday ... Monday - no mass.
Tuesday 8:20am Mass at St. Aloysius (7:00am - Summer), no Mass - St. Cabrini on
Tuesday. Wednesday - 8:00am Mass - St. Cabrini, no Mass - St. Aloysius. Thursday,
7:00am Mass - St. Aloysius, no Mass at St. Cabrini. Friday 8:00am Mass - St. Cabrini
and 6:00pm - St. Aloysius. Weekend Mass schedule ... Saturday - 4:00pm, St. Aloys-
ius. Sunday, 9:00am - St. Cabrini and Sunday,11:00am - St. Aloysius.

Please note there will no 6:00pm Mass on Friday, May 22, and adoration will close at
4:00pm. Tuesday Mass... will switch to Summer schedule on Tuesday, May 26. Mass
will be at 7:00am. The week of May 31 there will be no daily mass.

The Flower Calendar is available in the vestibule of the church. You have the oppor-
tunity to honor a birthday or anniversary, or remember a loved one on
@?OQ their special day. Please put your remembrance on the chart, and put
¢ $40.00 in the envelope with your name/remembrance and contact in-
- formation on the index card. Your remembrance will be in the bulletin
and a beautiful bouquet of flowers will be placed on the Altar for your weekend on
your behalf.

This weeks flower intention is in memory of Dominic Titone.

This coming Friday evening will be our diocesan diaconate ordination. Bishop Thom-
as John Paprocki will ordain Mr. Padraig Mulligan into the transitional diaconate. Rev.
Mr. Mulligan will be ordained to the priesthood next May, 2027.

Next weekend is our collection for Retired Diocesan Priests. Please pray for our
priests who serve so generously throughout our diocese. Please thank God for all that
we have received from our priests who are now retired and consider a response to
meet the immediate retirement and health care needs of our priests. There is a special
envelope in your packet for this collection. Thank you for your generosity.

St. Aloysius Catholic Church: A Discipleship Parish

Parish Calendar... Please let the parish
office know of events, meetings, etc. for
the church calendar to avoid scheduling
conflicts. This includes the church base-
ment.

Thank you... The advertisements that
appear in this bulletin completely defray
all publishing costs which the church
would otherwise incur. Please patronize
the sponsors on the back of this bulletin
and thank them for their kind generosity.

St. Aloysius Prayer Chain... If you
have a special intention or someone
whom you would like prayers offered
please email Mrs. Vikki Warren...
whomperS@aol.com

Stewardship ... Gracious and loving
God, we understand that
N “" vl/) g youcall us to be stew-
« 4 s ards of your abundance,
< " = the caretakers of all you
have entrusted to us.

\| ¥ Help us to use your gifts
wisely and to share them
generously. May our
faithful stewardship be the hallmark of
our discipleship, a visible sign of our
commitment to Christ. We pray with
grateful hearts, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Marss
Intentions

May 18 Easter Weekday

May 19 Easter Weekday
8:20am Caroline Dietrich +

May 20 Easter Weekday
St. Bernadine

May 21 Easter Weekday
St. Christoher Magallanes
7:00am Joseph Maggio+

May 22 Easter Weekday, St. Rita
6:00pm No Mass+

May 23 Easter Weekday
May 24 Pentecost
Sat 4:00pm Christine Kohlrus+

Sun11:00am All Parishioners+




Around the Church

Prayer Warriors are welcome to pray in front of Springfield
Planned Parenthood 601 N. Bruns Lane. For more infor-
mation... www.springfieldrtl.org.

Sign up to receive diocesan pro-life newsletter... Stay
rooted in the Gospel of Life and connected to pro
1 -life efforts across our diocese. Get quarterly

: yupdates on prayer opportunities, formation, ad-
vocacy, and human dignity issues, no fundrais-
ing, ever. Sign up today! Scan the QR code.

Naomi and Ruth Women's Ministry. Summer Sundays Book
Study at St. Agnes Church. Sessions 1-3... Sun-
days June 7, 14, 21 and Sessions... 4-7 Sundays
August 2, 9, 16,23 @ 2:00pm. St. Agnes Par-
ish Center. Order your book through Amazon.
Imagine walking the dusty roads of Galilee
with Jesus of Nazareth—braving jostling
crowds just to touch the edge of His cloak and
hear Him say, “Take heart, daughter, your faith
has healed you.” Those words, once meant to comfort a hurt-
ing woman’s soul thousands of years ago, were also meant for
you. Join biblical culturalist and author Kristi McLelland on
those dusty roads as she transports you back to Jesus’ world,
following in the footsteps of the women who came face-to-
face with the Living God. Examine the historical and cultural
climate of first-century Middle Eastern society to not only un-
derstand Jesus more deeply but to fuel your worship of Him
today. Contact Cathy Becker @ (217) 793 -1330.

Called and Courageous... Women’s Conference Coming in Oc-
tober. Life is full of highs and lows, and it can be hard to see
where God is in the middle of it all. At this year’s Catholic
Women’s Conference, discover how to trust God in the messy,
real moments of everyday life. Learn how your emotions influ-
ence your spiritual life and how to challenge the lies that lead to
self-criticism, comparison, and discouragement. You'll leave
with practical tools to learn how to recognize God in your daily
life, grow in prayer, and live with greater confidence in your
identity as a beloved daughter of God. No matter what your
season of life — single, married, divorced, widowed, young
adult, or retired — you’ll find encouragement, community, and
hope. Saturday, October 10. Christ the King (Springfield).
Women ages 18+. Cost $30. Full schedule, ... go.dio.org/. Even
if you are on the fence about God, remember: God is not on the
fence about you.

Stewardship Reflection... The Ascension of the Lord. “7
am praying for them...” JOHN 17:9. Prayer is the foundation of
our Faith and the foundation of Stewardship. Prayer is always
the first best option in any situation — not just our last resort.
Pray for friends and family, and especially for those that don’t
treat you very well. Pray to give praise, to thank, and to ask
God for help. Pray to see what God wants you to do with the
gifts He has given you. Teach others how to pray. It has been
said that teaching someone how to pray is the best gift you can
give someone.

Attention all seniors...Senior Social. You are invited to
Senior Socials, a monthly event connecting area Catholic
seniors . Come meet other retired/senior citizens for an af-
ternoon of games, cards, conversation and snacks. Bring a
game you want to play or play one of ours. Hope to see you
on Wednesday, May 20, 3:00-5:00pm. Cathedral Atrium.

The Washington Street Mission is excited to announce
that our 2026 Annual Charity Golf Outing will be held on
Friday, June 5th at Edgewood Golf Club in Auburn, Illinois.
This event will help to raise much needed funds for the Mis-
sion. Please feel free to contact me (telephone - 660/349-
8095; e-mail — bartowbogl@yahoo.com) if you have any
questions or would like to discuss this opportunity further.

How to Live in the Holy Spirit... The Holy Spirit is the
most mysterious of the persons of the Trinity, and His work
in our lives is not always apparent - for example, can you
answer the question, "How am I living out of the gifts given
to me at the sacrament of Confirmation?" If you want to
know and understand more of what God desires for our rela-
tionship with the Holy Spirit, join Fr. Daniel McGrath

at 7:00 PM in the Cathedral Atrium after the feast of Pente-
cost, on June 8, 15, 22, and 29, as we dive into the gifts of
the Holy Spirit and the effect of the Holy Spirit on our lives!

Called & Sent... A summer retreat for high schoolers — Join
other high schoolers looking to learn more about God’s
Highway to Heaven. Hear from priests, religious, and lay
speakers diving into the heart of the Church — the Eucharist.
Called & Sent will be July 18-23 at the Villa Maria Retreat
Center in Springfield. To leam more... dio.org/events or Fr.
Zach Samples, Promoter of Vocations, zsamples@dio.org.

“Opus Manus”( work of the hands) ... San Damiano Col-
lege for the Trades is offering a weeklong summer program
for young men to come and immerse themselves in two his-
toric crafts: Blacksmithing and hand-tool carpentry. Partici-
pants will get to spend the week on the beautiful Saint Fran-
cis of Assisi campus tucked in the northeast corner of
Springfield, Illinois with travel out to a local blacksmith
shop. June 13 - June 20. To register, contact Joanne Gaston
at jgaston@dio.org or call at 217-572-9202.

Pray for peace... Practice the First Saturday devotion! It is
essential for world peace and the salvation of souls. Go to
www.bluearmy.com to learn about the First Saturday virtual
pilgrimage for the 100th anniversary of Fatima.

Diocesan Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation... To re-
port allegations of sexual abuse of a minor by clergy, even
if it is in the past, individuals are encouraged to call 217-
321- 1155. Individuals may also contact the Illinois Depart-
ment of Children and Family Services Child Abuse Hotline
at 1-800-25-ABUSE.

St. Aloysius Catholic Church: A Discipleship Parish
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FAITHFUL

: ThEASCGI’lSiOIl ofthe LOId DISCIPLE

Acts 1:1-11 | Eph 1:17-23 | Mt 28:16-20

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

This year, | cannot help but notice how kingdom-centric the
readings for the Solemnity of the Ascension are. In our first
reading, Jesus appears to his disciples for forty days after his
resurrection and speaks to them about the kingdom of God.
Our psalm beckons us to rejoice that God is mounting his
throne - another kingdom image! Our second reading tells us
that God has given Christ authority over “every principality,
power, and dominion” - a clear sign that he is the one reigning
over all. These references seem to be telling us that today’s
feast is Jesus’ “coronation day” - the day he takes his rightful
place at the right hand of the Father. From the moment Jesus
ascends to heaven, he is reigning. What a consoling thought for
us, who may at times find ourselves discouraged by our lives or
the state of affairs around us. We have hope because we know
that despite appearances to the contrary, Jesus reigns, and it

is only a matter of time until the Father puts all things beneath
Christ’s feet.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples - and us - to “Go,
therefore, and make disciples of all nations.” It’s a tall order

- bringing every nation under the reign of Christ. But we
needn’t be intimidated. The Ascension offers us hope, for - as
the Catechism reminds us - “Jesus Christ, having entered the
sanctuary of heaven once and for all, intercedes constantly
for us as the mediator who assures us of the permanent
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.” (667) Jesus ascended into heaven
and now is constantly interceding for us before the Father,
constantly pouring out his Spirit on us! In all our efforts to
evangelize, we have that constant support and grace being
sent our way to equip us for this work.

REFLECT

Oftentimes, we think of the Ascension as Jesus leaving us after
the end of his earthly ministry. But Jesus promises that he does
not leave us, but rather, that he is always with us, “until the end
of the age.” Spend some time this week reflecting on the ways
that, having taken his seat at the right hand of the Father, Jesus
is now ever-more present, pouring out his grace and his Spirit
upon us at every moment.
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